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Proclamations Proc. 9038

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9038 of October 10, 2013
General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today, we honor the memory of Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski, the Pol-
ish-born hero of the American Revolutionary War. General Pulaski’s devo-
tion to liberty knew no boundaries, and his bravery on the battlefield
helped secure our independence. He sacrificed his life in defense of our
freedom, and each year on October 11—the anniversary of his death—we
honor his sacrifice and service and reflect on the contributions made by so
many Polish-Americans throughout our Nation’s history.

A skilled cavalryman even as a youth, Casimir Pulaski spent years defend-
ing his native Poland from foreign domination. Unable to win Polish sov-
ereignty, Pulaski found a kindred cause in the fledgling American Nation.
Encouraged by Benjamin Franklin, he set sail across the Atlantic in 1777
to join the Revolutionary forces. “I could not submit to stoop before the
sovereigns of Europe,” he later wrote to Congress, “So I came to hazard all
for the freedom of America.”

Casimir Pulaski quickly distinguished himself at the Battle of Brandywine,
where his courageous charge covered General George Washington’s retreat,
saving Washington’s life. The Continental Congress promoted him to Briga-
dier General, and for his command on horseback, he became known as the
“Father of the American Cavalry.” Pulaski went on to form an independent
cavalry legion, comprised of men from across Europe and America. While
leading this unit, General Pulaski was mortally wounded. He did not live
to see the Revolution’s end, but he died with hope that our Nation would
be free.

On General Pulaski Memorial Day, we celebrate the rights and freedoms
Pulaski fought for, and we honor the generations of Polish-Americans who
have contributed to our society and defended our Nation since its found-
ing. We also reflect on the steadfast, enduring friendship between the
United States and Poland, which have long shared the ideals of freedom
and democracy. Through this alliance, and our proud Polish heritage,
Casimir Pulaski’s legacy lives on.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2013, as Gen-
eral Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all Americans to commemorate this
occasion with appropriate programs and activities paying tribute to Casimir
Pulaski and honoring all those who defend the freedom of our Nation.
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Proc. 9039 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9039 of October 10, 2013
International Day of the Girl, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From Asia to Europe, from Africa to the Americas, nations that have em-
braced the ideals of equality and inclusion have emerged more stable,
peaceful, and prosperous. When countries empower girls to pursue their
dreams, they not only fulfill a basic moral obligation, they also realize more
fully their social and economic potential. Over the past few decades, the
global community has made great progress in increasing opportunity and
equality for women and girls, but far too many girls face futures limited
by violence, social norms, educational barriers, and even national law. On
International Day of the Girl, we stand firm in the belief that all men and
women are created equal, and we advance the vision of a world where girls
and boys look to the future with the same sense of promise and possibility.

My Administration is committed to expanding opportunity for girls on the
world stage. We are promoting gender equality in education, cracking down
on human trafficking, and working to empower women and girls to con-
tribute in the workplace and in public life. Building on my challenge to
the United Nations in September 2011, a broad coalition of countries and
organizations has joined the United States in forming the Equal Futures
Partnership, an international effort to break down barriers to the economic
and political empowerment of women and girls. We are working to break
the cycle of poverty by educating and empowering girls, including through
a new global outreach and engagement campaign. We are funding programs
to encourage girls around the world to pursue careers in science and tech-
nology. And because child marriage is a threat to fundamental human
rights, my Administration has strengthened reporting and launched several
initiatives to prevent child marriage.

At home, we are leading by example. We are encouraging girls to pursue
degrees and careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics—
fields that will allow them to drive innovation while working in the high-
paying jobs of the future. We are funding evidence-based strategies to re-
duce teen pregnancy in the United States, and we are also motivating girls
to become leaders—from hosting the first-ever White House conference on
girls’ leadership and civic engagement to sponsoring an app challenge to
spur new ways to inspire girls to become leaders in government.

As we observe this day, there is a girl in an unknown country who will
grow to spark the next great scientific revolution, but only if she gets a shot
at a higher education. Across the globe there are girls who will one day
lead nations, if only we afford them the chance to choose their own des-
tinies. And on every continent, there are girls who will go on to change
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